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About Me
Faculty at Seton Hall University

• Has taught part-time or full-time in social work higher education for 20 years

Social work practice experience 
• Housing and supportive services to low-income families
• Direct assistance to individuals with developmental disabilities and their families
• Research and policy work in academia and public sector

Leadership positions and experience in profession
• National Association of Social Workers – state/national

• Lifetime Achievement Award
• Academic of the Year

• Chairperson of state licensing board
• Ethics training and consultation
• Policies on professional impairment
• Professional publications on teaching, licensure, professional identity, etc.SPRINGERPUB.COM 2



Now you know 
about me…

let’s learn about 
you.3

Which BEST describes you and 
your interest in this webinar?

A. Student or practitioner who will be 
taking a licensure test in the future

B. Undergraduate or graduate educator 
interested in learning more or 
wanting to prepare students for the 
test

C. Social work administrator or 
supervisor interested in helping 
prepare others pass the test

D. Provider of licensure test prep 
programs (association, company, etc.)

E. Staff of an association or other 
entity interested in hosting licensure 
prep programs in the future

F. Other?
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1. Attendees will 
identify the systemic 

and individual 
challenges associated 
with passing licensure 

examinations.

2. Attendees will 
describe successful 

strategies to address 
challenges in licensure 

examination study 
plans.

3. Attendees will  explain 
the innovative ways in 

which the              
Springer Social Work 

Exam Prep Series Study 
Guides & Practice Tests

assists in licensure 
examination preparation. 

Learning Objectives



Licensure is 
important to 

social workers.

• Increases post-graduation outcomes 
related to earnings, employment, etc.

• 62.3% of MSW graduates are employed in 
jobs that require a license.

• Jobs for new MSW graduates that 
required a license paid almost $3,000 
more on average.

• Results in high satisfaction of 
students/graduates

• Four of five new MSW graduates (80.6%) 
either planned to become licensed clinical 
social workers within the next 5 years or 
were already licensed.
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We know that some 
social workers struggle 

with passing the 
examination.
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2019 Data
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(first-time test takers only)
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What does it take to pass the licensure exam?

A. Taking time out of your schedule to study

B. Keeping calm when studying and taking the test

C. Analyzing the questions correctly

D. Knowing the social work content areas
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There is no time like the present to 
take the licensure tests!

• Test takers report that it is easier to prepare 
when tests are taken closer to graduation from 
BSW or MSW programs.

• Avoid procrastination – there is never the 
“right” time” and it does not get easier.

• In some jurisdictions, licensure tests can be 
taken prior to graduation while in others they 
cannot.

SPRINGERPUB.COM 11



Develop a study plan

12

Use the content outline 
or blueprint of the test to 
become familiar with 
what is being tested

Have a real or target test 
date and identify 
incremental steps that 
you will take between 
now and then to cover 
the material

Build in breaks and avoid 
“cramming”

Understand material so it 
can be applied and used 
in reasoning



What does it take to pass the licensure exam?

A. Taking time out of your schedule to study

B. Keeping calm when studying and taking the test

C. Analyzing the questions correctly

D. Knowing the social work content areas

SPRINGERPUB.COM 13



Licensure 
exams are high 

stakes which 
cause stress.
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There is a lot 
of security at 
testing sites 

which 
increase 

nervousness.
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Managing stress

Follow test 
preparation plan

Take a virtual tour    
of the testing   
center/become          
familiarize with   
exam format

Engage in self-care 
Go to new testing 
location if retaking 
the exam
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https://www.springerpub.com/apgar



What does it take to pass the licensure exam?

A. Taking time out of your schedule to study

B. Keeping calm when studying and taking the test

C. Analyzing the questions correctly

D. Knowing the social work content areas
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Social 
workers are 

often 
unfamiliar 

with 
multiple 

choice tests.
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Other test-taking challenges
Identifying method for analyzing three types 
of questions:

• Recall – based on facts and are 
information that you can recognize or 
remember from readings

• Application – using information learned 
to determine course of action in short, 
concise situation

• Reasoning – requires reasoning or to 
select courses of action in more complex 
situations
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What does it take to pass the licensure exam?

A. Taking time out of your schedule to study

B. Keeping calm when studying and taking the test

C. Analyzing the questions correctly

D. Knowing the social work content areas
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Recent workforce data indicate the 
focus of more than eight out of 10 
of new social workers (81.5%) is 
on direct or clinical practice which 
aims at making change on an 
individual level. 

There is often surprise about the 
need to know mezzo or macro 
content.

Social workers 
have to know 
about a lot of 

topics, regardless 
of specialization 

of focus.
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Social workers often have to learn                     
new content in gap areas.
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Some social workers report 
having poor study skills.

There can be a large time gap 
between testing and learning the 

material originally.



Springer Social 
Work Exam 
Prep Series 

Study Guides & 
Practice Tests
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https://www.springerpub.com/apgar
What people are saying!

TESTIMONIALS



There are distinct resources for each 
examination category!
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Develops 

individualized study plan 
to ensure test takers pace themselves 

appropriately to cover all content

SPRINGERPUB.COM

The “Fitbit” of Social Work Exam Prep
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Reduces 
anxiety as 

you are not 
alone!

Learning Management System/     
Online Learning Community

• Public/private discussion boards with 
others studying and taking the same test

• Additional resources and strategies 
posted by author

• Ability for users to share study tips, 
materials, and strategies with other test-
takers
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Comprehensive 
tips for studying 
and answering 
the questions 
correctly are 

included in every 
guide.
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All guides come with a full-length 
examination and additional practice 
test can be purchased.  All questions 
have detailed answers – identifying 
content areas tested and strategies 

needed to answer correctly.



All guides have a 
summary of the 

Knowledge, Skills, 
and Abilities (KSA) 

statements that 
form the basis of the 

exam blueprints.

SPRINGERPUB.COM 33



SPRINGERPUB.COM

Makes studying fun!

Interactive interface with exam content
• Notetaking, highlighting, rating of confidence levels
• Game center
• Discussion posts
• Digital flashcards
• Test takers can contribute to and benefit from resources –

“mutual help approach”
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Interested in Purchasing?
Save 25% Plus FREE Shipping* in the 
United States.

Enter Discount  Code APGAR25 at 
checkout on springerpub.com today!

View product information here:
https://www.springerpub.com/apgar

*free ground shipping in the 
United States only

https://www.springerpub.com/
https://www.springerpub.com/apgar
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Questions and Answers



Thank you for watching! 
Be safe and we will see you soon!

Additional questions may be sent to 
lmontville@springerpub.com

mailto:lmontville@springerpub.com
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